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Estimated Value of the Estimated Value of the 
Domestic Seed Market Domestic Seed Market 

in some EU and EESNET Countriesin some EU and EESNET Countries
(US$ million)(US$ million)

EU
25%

USA
23%

China
11%

Other
Asia
10%

South 
America

10%

The rest of
the world

21%

Total EU : 

9 billions US$

Total world : 

36.5 billions US$

Seed business turnover : Seed business turnover : 
the European rank in the the European rank in the 

worldworld

(source GNIS & ISF (source GNIS & ISF –– 2008)2008)

The sources of these data are GNIS for the 
French seed production and ISF for the other 
data.
EU represents 25% of the global market 
estimated in 2008 at 36.6 billions $. 

The three main seed producers in the European 
region are : France, Germany, Italy;

then followed by a group of countries: Russian 
Federation, Spain, UK, Poland, Turkey …
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Seed production 
in Europe

source : European Seed Certification Agencies Association

Seed production Seed production 
in Europein Europe

source : European Seed Certification Agencies Associationsource : European Seed Certification Agencies Association

groupement
national

interprofessionnel
des semences et plants
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The map, on the left side, shows the 
situation in 2005, the second map shows the 
situation in 2008.

We can see that some eastern countries 
have increased their seed production during 
this time, such as Poland, Czech republic, 
Hungary and Romania. This increase could 
correspond to a transfer of some seed 
production from Germany in particular to 
these eastern countries.   
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CEREALSCEREALS
SeedSeed production areas (in ha)production areas (in ha)
AverageAverage 20062006--20072007--20082008

Caption :
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The Russian Federation is the first cereal seed 
producer, with more than 740 000 ha.

Then, there is a group of 5 countries where the 
seed production area is between 130 and 
150.000 ha: Romania, Italia, France, Spain and 
Germany. 

The comparison between the periods 2001/2003 
and 2006/2008 shows a decrease in the Italian 
cereal seed production.  
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Caption :
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The two main maize seed producers are France 
with 48.000 ha and Russian Federation with 
30.000ha.

Then we find Hungary, Romania, and Serbia.

The comparison between the periods 2001/2003 
and 2006/2008 shows a decrease in the French 
maize seed production area.  
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Caption :

Less than 1 000 ha

From 1-5 000 ha

From 5-20 000 ha
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More than 50 000 ha

TOTAL : TOTAL : 
229 731 ha229 731 ha
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The main European grasses seed producer is 
Denmark with 76.000 ha.

Then we find 3 countries: Germany, France and 
Netherlands.

The comparison between the periods 2001/2003 
and 2006/2008 shows a decrease in the Italian 
and Spanish grasses seed production area. 
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TOTAL : TOTAL : 
89 690 ha89 690 ha

Caption :
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The main European potato seed producers is 
Netherlands with more than 34 000 ha, followed 
by Russian Federation, Germany, United 
kingdom and France.

The comparison between the periods 2001/2003 
and 2006/2008 shows a decrease in the Dutch 
potato seed production area. 
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SMALL SEED LEGUMESSMALL SEED LEGUMES
SeedSeed production areas (in ha)production areas (in ha)
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The two main European legumes seed producers are 
Italy with more than 20 000 ha, followed by France 
with 18 000 ha.
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TOTAL : TOTAL : 
28 170 ha28 170 ha

Caption :

Les than 100 ha

From 100  to  500 ha

From 500  to 1 000 ha

From 1 000 to 5 000 ha

More than 5 000 ha

SWEDE OIL RAPESWEDE OIL RAPE
SeedSeed production areas (in ha)production areas (in ha)
AverageAverage 20062006--20072007--20082008
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The two main European oil rape seed 
producers are France with more than 8 000 ha, 
followed by Germany with more than 6 000 ha. .
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TOTAL : TOTAL : 
24 850 ha24 850 ha

Caption :
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SUNFLOWERSUNFLOWER
SeedSeed production areas (in ha)production areas (in ha)
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The main sunflower seed producers are the 
Russian Federation with around 30 000 ha, 
followed by France (8 000 ha), Romania and 
Spain (5 000 ha each). 
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The main European fiber seed producer is France 
with more than 12 500 ha, followed by Belgium and 
Netherlands.

The comparison between the periods 2001/2003 and 
2006/2008 shows a global decrease in the European 
fiber seed production area.
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Caption :

Less than 10 ha

From 10  to  50 ha

From 50  to 500 ha

From 500  to 1 000 ha

More than 1 000 ha

TOTAL : TOTAL : 
11 090 ha11 090 ha

BEET AND CHICORY SEEDSBEET AND CHICORY SEEDS
SeedSeed production areas (in ha)production areas (in ha)
AverageAverage 20062006--20072007--20082008
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The three main European beet and chicory seed 
producers are France and Italy with around 4 000 ha 
each, followed by Turkey.
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Trade of E.E.S.N.E.T countriesTrade of E.E.S.N.E.T countries
(import / export)(import / export)

source : source : CometradeCometrade / Eurostat / USDA / Eurostat / USDA -- YearYear 20082008

groupement
national

interprofessionnel
des semences et plants

The COMETRADE or customs data do not 
take into account all the seeds due to the 
nomenclature. The following tables will 
present data for maize, vegetable, fodder 
and beet seeds. They include also some 
data on oil crops but based on an average 
price in the countries. The figures have to be 
taken with reserve!



15

14
0 9

55

62
 84

5

44
 07

0

39
 85

0

32
 61

5

26
 18

0

23
 67

5

21
 72

0

11
 27

0

9 1
80

5 0
35

2 5
25

1 2
40

50

0

30 000

60 000

90 000

120 000

150 000

180 000

Hun
ga

ry

Tu
rk

ey

Rom
an

ia

Cze
ch

 R
.

Ser
bi

a

Pol
an

d

Ukr
ai
ne

Slo
va

ki
a

Cro
at

ia

Li
th

ua
ni

a

Rus
si
an

 F
ed

.

Bul
ga

ria

Bos
ni

a H
er

z.

Alb
an

ia

Main exporting countriesMain exporting countriesMain exporting countries
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The main exporting countries in EESNET 
area are: firstly Hungary with 140 millions 
Euros, followed by Turkey with 62 millions 
Euros. Then we can find Romania, Czech 
Republic, Serbia, Poland, Ukraine, Slovakia 
and Croatia. 
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The main importing country in EESNET are  
the Russian Federation with more than 240 
millions Euros, followed by Ukraine (179 
millions) and Turkey (120 millions).

Then we can find Poland, Romania, 
Hungary, Czech republic, Bulgaria.
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Main 
destination of 

Hungarian 
seed exports

Main origins Main origins 
of Hungarianof Hungarian
seed importsseed imports
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The trade balance of Hungary is positive 
and represents 70 millions Euros. 

Mainly maize seed exporter, Hungary is the 
main concurrent to France on the European 
maize seed market.

The main origin of Hungarian seed imports 
for maize and oil seeds is France. 
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Total : 120 000 KTotal : 120 000 K€€

Main 
destination of 
Turkish seed 

exports

Main origins Main origins 
of Turkishof Turkish

seed importsseed imports

Turkey is a big European seed exporters for 
oil seed, in particular sunflower and poppy, 
and maize.

The main origins of Turkish seed imports is 
Netherlands with vegetable and flower 
seeds.

The trade balance of Turkish seed market is 
negative and represents 60 millions Euros. 
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Total : 179 520 KTotal : 179 520 K€€

Main 
destination of 

Ukrainian 
seed exports

Main origins Main origins 
of Ukrainianof Ukrainian
seed importsseed imports

Ukraine is a big seed importers for maize 
and oil seeds, from France, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary. 

The main destinations of Ukrainian seed 
exports are Belarus, Russian federation, 
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon …

The trade balance of Ukraine is negative 
and the value could be estimated around 
120 millions Euros. 
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Main 
destination of 

Romanian 
seed exports
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seed importsseed imports

Total : 77 285 KTotal : 77 285 K€€

The trade balance of Romania is negative 
and is estimated around 33 millions Euros. 

The main destinations of Romania seed 
exports are Bulgaria, Hungary, France and 
the Russian Federation, essentially for 
maize and oils seeds. 

The main origin of Romanian seed imports 
is France, with maize and oils seeds.
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Main 
destination of 
Polish seed 

exports

Main origins Main origins 
of Polishof Polish

seed importsseed imports

The trade balance of Poland is negative and 
represents around 50 millions Euros. 

Poland exports mainly to Germany (forage 
and oils seeds) and to Ukraine (beet seeds). 

The main origins of Polish seed imports are 
Netherlands (vegetable and flower seeds)? 
France (maize seeds) and Germany. 
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Total : 39 850 KTotal : 39 850 K€€
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Total : 49 545 KTotal : 49 545 K€€

Main 
destination of 
Czech seed 

exports

Main origins Main origins 
of Czechof Czech

seed importsseed imports

Czech republic is a major European seed 
exporter for fodder seeds and oil seeds.

The main origins of Czech seed imports are 
France (maize) and Germany. 

The trade balance of Czech republic is 
negative around 10 millions Euros. 
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Total : 32 615 KTotal : 32 615 K€€
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destination of 
Serbian seed 

exports
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Total : 33 130 KTotal : 33 130 K€€

Main origins Main origins 
of Serbianof Serbian

seed importsseed imports

Serbia is a seed exporter for maize seeds to 
the Russian Federation, Bosnia, Ukraine, 
Romania, Hungary.

The main origins of Serbian seed imports 
are Hungary, Germany (beet seeds), France 
and Netherlands (vegetable and flower 
seeds).

The trade balance of Serbia is globally 
equilibrate between imports and exports. 
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Total : 21 720 KTotal : 21 720 K€€

Main 
destination of 
Slovak seed 

exports
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Main origins Main origins 
of Slovakof Slovak

seed importsseed imports

Total : 30 660 KTotal : 30 660 K€€

Slovakia is a seed exporter for maize seeds. 
The destinations are Poland, Germany and 
Czech republic

The main origin of Slovak seed imports is 
Hungary, then France.

The trade balance of Slovakia is negative: 
the value is less than 9 millions Euros. 
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Total : 11 270 KTotal : 11 270 K€€

Main 
destination of 
Croatian seed 

exports
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Main origins Main origins 
of Croatianof Croatian

seed importsseed imports

Total : 18 620 KTotal : 18 620 K€€

Croatia is a seed exporter for oil and maize 
seeds.

The main origins of Croatian seed imports 
are Germany (beet seeds) France, Hungary.

The trade balance of Croatia is negative 
with a value around 7 millions Euros. 
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Total : 9 180 KTotal : 9 180 K€€
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Total : 15 230 KTotal : 15 230 K€€

Main origins Main origins 
of Lithuanianof Lithuanian
seed importsseed imports

Main 
destination of 

Lithuanian 
seed exports

The trade balance of Lithuania is negative (8 
millions Euros). 

Lithuania exports fodder seeds to Belarus 
and Germany and vegetable seeds to the 
Russian federation. 

The main origins of Lithuania seed imports 
is Germany and Denmark (fodder seeds).
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Main origins 
of Russian seed imports

Main origins 
of Russian seed imports

In 1000 €

Total : 244 870 KTotal : 244 870 K€€

Russian is a big seed importer; the value 
represents more than 244 Millions Euros.

Russian imports from France (beet, maize, 
oil seeds),  Germany (beet and maize 
seeds), followed by Netherlands (vegetable 
seeds), Hungary. 
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Main origins 
of Bulgarian seed imports

Main origins 
of Bulgarian seed imports

In 1000 €

Total : 46 400 KTotal : 46 400 K€€

Bulgaria is a seed importer for oils seeds 
and maize. The main origins of the imports 
are Austria, Romania and France. 
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Main origins 
of Bosnian seed imports

Main origins 
of Bosnian seed imports

In 1000 €

Total : 11 320 KTotal : 11 320 K€€

Bosnia imports essentially maize seeds from 
Serbia.



30

82

37 33

12 8 4

0

20

40

60

80

100

Isr
ae

l

Tu
rk

ey
USA

Th
ail

an
d

Ja
pa

n

China

Maize Oilseed Vegetables & flowers Forage Beet

Main origins 
of Albanian seed imports

Main origins 
of Albanian seed imports

In 1000 €

Total : 229 KTotal : 229 K€€

Albania is a small seed importer for 
vegetable seeds; the vegetable seed origins 
are non European countries: Israel, USA, 
Thailand, Japan and China. 
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